T

U

O

L

U

M

N

E

U

T

I

L

I

T

I

E

S

D

I

O N TA P

S

T

R

I

C

T

SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER 2018

IN THIS ISSUE
Ditch Outage Scheduled for October -

P

R

O

J

E

C

T

U

P

D

A T

E
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Ditch Outage Scheduled for October - Please Conserve!
The Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E)
Tuolumne Main Canal that conveys 95% of Tuolumne
Utilities District’s water supply will be shut down for
PG&E’s regular maintenance from Monday, October
8th through Sunday, October 14th, 2018. With this
in mind, the District asks that you limit your water use
during this timeframe while PG&E undertakes repairs
and improvements.

Are You Ready If There is a Wildfire
and You Need to Evacuate?

-------------------------

Water Treatment Plant Consolidation
Plans Moving Ahead

-------------------------

Native Plants of the Habitat Garden

-------------------------

General Manager’s Corner
by David Andres

-------------------------

Regional Wastewater Treatment
Plant Upgrades

Without water flowing in the ditches, the only water
available is what remains in storage tanks and from
groundwater wells. Conservation during this period will help provide adequate water supply for drinking, sanitary
usage and fire protection.
Here’s how you can help:
• Limit outside watering
• Do not wash vehicles

•
•

Turn off automatic lawn and drip sprinkler timers
Repair water leaks

Please continue to conserve one week after the outage in order for water storage to recover. For irrigation/
agricultural ditch customers, periodic outages will continue from October through December for annual maintenance.
For complete ditch outage information, visit our website, www.tudwater.com

Are You Ready If There is a Wildfire and You Need to Evacuate?
This summer we have all witnessed the destruction that wildfires can cause. There are
still a few months that remain until the rain and snow reappear in the Mother Lode. As a
precaution, we should all be mindful of the following tips should a wildfire approach and
you would need to quickly evacuate.
See the informational tips on page 2 provided by Cal Fire.

email: info@tudwater.com Phone: 209-532-5536 Fax: 209-536-6485 web: https://tudwater.com

Continued... Wildfire Evacuate?
When an evacuation is anticipated, follow these checklists (if time
allows) to give your home the best chance of surviving a wildfire.
Home Evacuation Checklist – How to Prepare for Evacuation:
Inside the House
•	Shut all windows and doors, leaving
them unlocked.
•	Remove flammable window shades, curtains
and close metal shutters.
• Remove lightweight curtains.
• Move flammable furniture to the center of the room, away from
windows and doors.
• Shut off gas at the meter; turn off pilot lights.
• Leave your lights on so firefighters can see your house under
smoky conditions.
• Shut off the air conditioning.

Water Treatment
Plant Consolidation
Plans Moving
Ahead
In late December
2017, the District
secured the services
of Kennedy Jenks
Consultants (Consultant)
to assist in completing
the Treated Water System
Optimization Plan (TWSOP). The
goal of the TWSOP is to develop a 20-yr. plan
for consolidating the District’s water treatment
and storage facilities. The phased implementation
of the plan will result in long term cost savings in
operation and maintenance.

Outside
• Gather up flammable items from the exterior of the house
and bring them inside (patio furniture, children’s toys, door
Recently the following tasks related to the TWSOP
mats, trash cans, etc.) or place them in your pool.
project have been completed:
• Turn off propane tanks.
1. May 15, 2018: A Special Board Meeting was
• Move propane BBQ appliances away from structures.
held, and District staff and the Consultant presented
• Connect garden hoses to outside water valves or spigots
to the Board the criteria, scoring, and ranking of the
for use by firefighters. Fill water buckets and place them
consolidation alternatives. The Board accepted the
around the house.
preferred consolidation alternative and directed staff
• Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running, they can
to initiate the next phase of the project which would
affect critical water pressure.
involve identifying and evaluating specific sites for
• Leave exterior lights on so your home is visible to
constructing new water treatment facilities.
firefighters in the smoke or darkness of night.
2. June 19, 2018: District staff and the Consultant
• Put your Emergency Supply Kit in your vehicle.
conducted site visits of 4 parcels being evaluated for their
• Back your car into the driveway with vehicle loaded
suitability for constructing a new Sonora Water Treatment
and all doors and windows closed. Carry your car
Plant (WTP).
keys with you.
The Consultant is currently refining cost estimates for on-site
• Have a ladder available and place it at the corner of
and off-site improvements to construct a new Sonora Water
the house for firefighters to quickly access your roof.
Treatment Plant on each of 4 specific parcels in the area.
• Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or
Low level site plans have been developed to ensure that the
commercial seals.
parcels have adequate space to accommodate the necessary
• Patrol your property and monitor the fire situation.
treatment facilities.
Don’t wait for an evacuation order if you feel
The parcels to be considered are generally located in the
threatened.
following vicinity:
• Check on neighbors and make sure they are
Parcel A: Adjacent to Phoenix Lake
preparing to leave.
Animals
• Locate your pets and keep them nearby.
• Prepare farm animals for transport and think
about moving them to a safe location early.
The Wildfire Evacuation Guide can be
downloaded at CalFire’s website,
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/PreEvacuation-Preparation/

Parcel B: Adjacent to the Shaws Flat Pipeline

	Parcel C: A
 djacent to Phoenix Lake Road below
Phoenix Lake
	Parcel D: In close proximity to TUD’s central office –
Nugget Blvd.
A Special Board Meeting has been scheduled for September 13th
to discuss the conclusions of these efforts and give the Board an
opportunity to make a formal decision on which parcel(s) to pursue
for potential acquisition. For more developments of this and other
projects, go to the TUD website, www.tudwater.com for updates.

Native Plants of the Habitat Garden
By University of California Cooperative Extension Master Gardener Wendy Weidenman of Tuolumne County
As discussed in the previous article, vertical
overlapping layers of vegetation are a
basic premise for the habitat garden.
Birds use all layers. Each species shows
preference for which layer is best for
perching, foraging, and nesting. Any plant
that is good habitat for insects will provide
most of the food needed for the songbird
species. With the exception of goldfinches
and California Towhees, that are primarily
seed-eating species, many bird species
are omnivores. They eat insects and seeds,
fruit, and nuts. Native trees and shrubs
support a high number of insects that birds
feed on making them an essential part of
the wildlife garden.
Native evergreen shrub - Coffeeberry

Trees and shrubs such as toyon, blue
elderberry, hollyleaf cherry, and
coffeeberry are all native to California and will grow well in this area. These plants will feed many birds
from summer into winter months. Blue elderberry, with its nectar-rich flowers in spring, attracts pollinators
and many songbirds love the dark blue berries that follow. Hollyleaf cherry and coffeeberry provide nectar
flowers in summer and berries in summer and fall; both attract beneficial insects. Toyon provides berries from
fall into winter.
Oregon grape as a low growing hedge or mounding groundcover is an excellent choice for the habitat
garden. The plant is drought tolerant, easy to grow in most soils, provides cover and foraging sites and birds
love the berries.
Hedgerows are making a comeback in this country. Traditionally seen in the English countryside, they were
once common here, too, before they were replaced by fences. Though hedgerows have many useful functions
in the landscape, they are of enormous benefit to wildlife. They provide dense cover, multiple nesting sites, and
a diversity of seasonal food sources for birds like quail, towhees, and dark eyed juncos. When considering
what plants to use in your hedgerow, think about the height and width you desire, or your garden will allow,
the function in your landscape, and the soil and climate. Also consider evergreen plants as a good location
for birds to shelter all year long and think about staggering bloom times within the mix of plants to increase
wildlife value year-round. A mixture of manzanita, Ceanothus, hollyleaf cherry, coffeeberry, Mexican
elderberry, toyon, and coyote bush will take you through the entire year with something edible for wildlife.
Three native evergreen shrubs – coffeeberry, ceanothus and coyote bush—make an attractive combination. All
three bring in many kinds of insects, which in turn feeds in birds and beneficial insects.*
*Bauer, Nancy The California Wildlife Habitat Garden, University of California Press 2012

General Manager’s Corner by David Andres, email: dandres@tudwater.com
General Manager Recruitment
It’s been a busy couple of months since I came back to TUD. The Board’s top priority is to focus on the General Manager
recruitment process in order to find the best applicant to fill this vital role. Here’s a brief timeline about the General
Manager Recruitment:
1) The recruitment for the next TUD General Manager has been widely advertised since July 25, 2018
2) Applicants are encouraged to apply by August 21, 2018
3) Interviews are scheduled to take place around September 27th-28th
4) The Board anticipates selecting the next General Manager sometime in October 2018
Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrades
The aging Sonora Regional
Wastewater Treatment Plant
(RWWTP) is in dire need of
upgrades and improvements.
The District owns and
operates the RWWTP, which
is a conventional secondary
wastewater treatment plant
permitted for an average
dry weather flow rate of 2.6
million gallons per day. The
existing RWWTP is now
over 40 years old as it was
originally constructed in 1974.
In April 2016, TUD contracted
Sonora Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant
Stantec Consulting Services
Inc. to evaluate the performance of the Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant (RWWTP) and to assist in
submitting a construction grant application to the Small Community Wastewater Grant (SCWG) Program
to fund improvements to address deteriorating effluent quality, aging infrastructure, and anticipated future
regulations. The District was awarded a $450,000 planning grant to analyze the Plant in November 2016
from the Department of Water Resources Clean Water State Revolving Fund.
Treated Water System Optimization Plan
Another evolving process has been the District’s Treated Water System Optimization Plan (TWSOP).
The TWSOP was a main component of TUD’s Strategic Plan and the goal of the Plan is to develop a
comprehensive “roadmap” for infrastructure replacement and improvements with a 20-year planning
horizon that will provide clear direction for a sustainable treated water system. TUD currently owns
and operates 15 water treatment plants, scattered throughout the county, that are essential to achieve
high standards of water. The main objective of the plan is to assist in identifying and prioritizing
investments in the water system that will improve efficiency, reduce costs, and best serve existing
and future customers. The primary goal is to reduce the number of water treatment plants to reduce
operations and maintenance costs.

On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events. If you have any story ideas or suggestions,
please mail them to Lisa Westbrook, at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at lwestbrook@tudwater.com.

