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The proposed Sierra Pines 
Regional Water Treatment Facility 
Consolidation Project, to be located 
in Twain Harte, presents a unique 
opportunity for the District to phase in 
consolidation of up to six of its own 
surface water treatment plants, as 
well as, potentially other neighboring 
public and private water systems.  
Since 1971, Tuolumne Utilities 
District (TUD) and its predecessor 
agencies have acquired 33 public 
and private water systems within 
Tuolumne County.  Construction of 
a new Sierra Pines Regional Water 
Treatment Facility (WTF or Project) 
would enable consolidation of water 
treatment facilities throughout the 
region, thereby improving long term 
sustainability, resiliency, operating 
efficiencies, and overall cost savings. 
The new regional water treatment 
facility will use state-of-the-art 
technology increasing reliability 
and water quality for TUD water 
customers.  TUD is proposing to 
construct and operate the proposed 
Project on 46-acres (at the old 
Sierra Pines golf course site). The 

first phase of the proposed Project 
involves construction and operation 
of a water treatment facility with 
an initial operational capacity of 3 
million gallons per day (MGD). The 
Project will include a 30-acre-foot raw 
water reservoir, a raw water pump 
station, associated appurtenances 
and electrical structures, water 
conveyance pipelines, a stormwater 
detention basin, as well as the 
potential addition of recreational 
trails and amenities. New water 
transmission pipelines would be 
installed offsite at strategic locations 
to convey water from the new 
regional treatment facility to various 
TUD water systems to enhance and 
improve service across the region.  

In accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
and the CEQA Guidelines, TUD 
has prepared an Initial Study and 
proposed Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (IS/MND) for the Sierra 
Pines Regional Water Treatment 
Facility Project (the proposed 
Project). The District held a public 

information meeting with residents 
in the vicinity of the Project site 
on Thursday, October 22nd.  A 
public hearing will be scheduled 
in the future for the TUD Board to 
consider adopting the environmental 
documents for the project.  For more 
information on this project, go to the 
TUD website, https://tudwater.com/
development-services/environmental-
documents/.

Planning for the Future – Sierra Pines Regional Water Treatment Facility

When Cooking - Trap the Grease!

With the fall and winter holidays 
approaching, many Tuolumne 
County residents will be busy 
cooking in their kitchens.  To 
avoid potential plumbing and 
sewer problems, Tuolumne 

Utilities District (TUD) would like to remind residents how to 
properly dispose of fats, oils and grease. Sewer blockages 
can cause backups into homes resulting in an unpleasant 
mess that can cost hundreds and sometimes thousands of 
dollars to clean up.  

Listed below are safe disposal tips of waste fats, oil and 
grease to help you avoid a plumbing emergency:

•    Avoid pouring fats or vegetable cooking oils down the drain 
because liquid fats solidify in the pipes and create clogs.
•    After grease has cooled, scrape the grease into a 
container with a tight-fitting lid. Solidify in the refrigerator 
before putting it in the trash. 
•    Never put hard to grind items in your garbage disposal, 
including poultry skins, egg shells, carrots, potato skins, 
celery, pumpkin pulp, banana peels or pasta.

Erik Johnson, District Engineer, speaking at 
Project public meeting held on 10/22/20



General Manager’s Corner
Reflections of 2020 and Looking Ahead to 2021

For the year 2020, Tuolumne County, 
the State of California, the nation, along with 
the world, is experiencing its first modern 
day pandemic crisis that has wrought along 
with it an economic crisis with numbers 
not seen since the great depression of 
1929. In response, federal, state, and local 
government, including the Tuolumne Utilities 
District, is working hard to safely and 
effectively continue to provide services to 
the community consistent with its mission. 
For TUD, this means continuing to provide 
the lifeblood of the community: Vital high‐
quality water supplies and wastewater 
services, both safely and reliably, while doing 
so at a fair value.

Achieving this goal is not a simple task. 
Beneath the surface is a vast array of aging 
infrastructure, deferred capital improvements, 
and unfunded regulatory mandates that must 
all come together to make this system work 
24/7 each day of the year. The current system 
is comprised of numerous components 
spread across the county: fifteen treatment 
plants, hundreds of miles of pipelines and 
water conveyance facilities, hundreds of 
water storage tanks, pump stations, wells, 
valves, and systems to control the diversion, 
treatment, and delivery of high‐quality, reliable 
water to each household. In turn, TUD collects 
the wastewater, conveys it to treatment 
plants, and reclaims the wastewater for its 
beneficial end use – recycled water.

The system is old, failing, and in many 
cases, beyond repair. Under current laws and 
cost of replacement, these expenses are 
huge, and without partnerships, it is difficult 
if not impossible for TUD to keep rates down 
while working under a poor economy‐of‐scale 
(i.e., small number of connections per mile 
of pipeline). TUD has largely been successful 
in keeping rates down through partnerships, 
grants, and careful, prudent decision‐making. 
The fiscal year 2020‐2021 budget adopted 
by the TUD Board of Directors in June 2020 
represents a delicate balance to achieve the 
many goals and objectives as outlined in the 
district’s strategic plan. These efforts include 
attracting and maintaining a hard‐working 
employee workforce to carry out the day‐to‐day 
mission, continued investment in funding priority 
infrastructure replacement, and implementing 
strategic initiative, such as regionalizing, 

consolidating, and interconnecting water 
treatment plants and systems, diversifying 
water supplies and diversion points, such as 
securing a federal water supply contract from 
the US Bureau of Reclamation and acquiring 
senior water rights and water and hydropower 
systems that serve Tuolumne County from 
the Pacific Gas & Electric Compnay (PG&E). 
Balancing these initiatives represents an 
enormous effort by the organization to acquire 
the necessary information to assist the Board 
of Directors and the community  to make wise, 
informed, balanced decisions.

The Tuolumne Utilities District is a locally 
owned county water district under California 
law with elected officials who live within the 
community. By and large, TUD staff also 
lives in the community, resulting in a truly 
representative form of local government with 
TUD board members and staff involved in every 
aspect of our community. As we respond to 
this un‐invited and unexpected dual crisis of the 
pandemic and economic fallout, we do so as 
a member of the community and as a team to 
balance the competing needs and demands of 
the organization and the community.

The Board of Directors’ vision for the District 
as an innovator and leader in the water and 
wastewater utility industry is both reasonable 
and achievable but will take time to realize. The 
many under‐sized, under‐performing, and aging 
systems TUD inherited during its creation in 1992 
will take a sustained, incremental commitment 
by the Board of Directors, staff, the community, 
and its partners to rebuild these systems toward 
the goal of reliability, efficiency, and resiliency in 
the face of climate change, drought, and threat 
of fire. The District’s planning efforts over the last 
several years serve as a framework to discuss and 
prioritize projects to meet the vision and mission 
of the District as new information emerges: (1) 
Treated Water System Optimization Plan; (2) 
Strategic Plan Update; (3) Capital Improvement 
Plan Update; (4) Ditch Modernization Report; 
(5) Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Modernization and Regional Septage Receiving 
System Upgrade; and (6) Replacement and 
Strategic Consolidation of Water Storage Tanks. 
These efforts highlight solutions to improve 
water supply reliability for all water users, potable 
and raw water, through consolidation of many 
of the small water treatment plants scattered 
across Tuolumne County into two regional water 
treatment plants, consolidation of water storage 
tanks into a strategic mesh of potable water 

storage facilities, strategically located off stream 
raw water storage facilities, along with many 
improvements to distribution lines, collection 
facilities, pumping plants and lift stations.

TUD’s goal of water supply reliability 
could improve through acquisition of water 
rights, storage and conveyance facilities, and 
the operation of these facilities. Considering 
concerns regarding the long‐term water supply 
contract between the TUD and the Investor‐
Owned Utility, PG&E, and its public declaration 
that it will sell its assets on the South Fork 
Stanislaus River, now is the time to move 
toward acquisition of these facilities that have 
served Tuolumne County for over a century. 
Accomplishing this goal will be a herculean 
effort that will require the partnership of all 
Tuolumne County agencies, non‐profits, the 
community, and its many partners.

Lastly, TUD is committed to safety! 
Accomplishing the goals identified above 
requires the retention and recruitment of 
top talent committed to safety, energetically 
working toward implementation of these 
priorities and to carry forth the Board’s goal of 
operating the district in a financially sustainable 
manner. This budget supports a balanced 
path forward toward these goals. Though it 
will take years, and successive budgets that 
focus on infrastructure investment, along 
with the building of reserves to meet future 
infrastructure costs, the Board of Directors’ 
strong vision in this regard will serve as a guide 
to staff and a commitment to our customers to 
operate the District in a financially responsible 
manner to deliver high‐quality, reliable water 
and wastewater services at a fair value.

Edwin R. Pattison
General Manager

On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events. 

If you have any story ideas or suggestions, please mail them to Lisa Westbrook, 
at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at lwestbrook@tudwater.com.

For more information about TUD, go to www.tudwater.com

Happy Holidays from TUD!
As a reminder, the District’s office will be closed on the following days:

November 26th-November 27th
December 24th-December 25th

December 31st-January 1st


