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Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) is governed by a five-member Board 
of Directors, elected at large. As a result of the November election, TUD 
welcomes two new Board members David Boatright and Lisa Murphy who 
were sworn in on December 4th and participated in their first Board meeting 
on December 8th. The role of the Board of Directors is to establish policies 
for the operation of the District. At the Board meeting held on December 
8th, the Board elected Barbara Balen for President and Ron Ringen for Vice 
President for 2021. The TUD Board of Directors for 2021 is: Barbara Balen, 
David Boatright, Jeff Kerns, Lisa Murphy and Ron Ringen. In order to protect public health and the safety of our 
Tuolumne Utilities District ratepayers and members of the public against the COVID-19 pandemic, the TUD office 
and Board Meetings are physically closed to the public. However, the public is encouraged to participate virtually 
or telephonically using Zoom. TUD Board meetings are held at 2pm on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month. 
Board meeting Agendas and Videos can be viewed on the District’s website at https://tudwater.com/board-of-
directors/meeting-agenda-minutes-video/

Welcome New TUD Board Members

Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) is 
proud to announce the completion 
of the Cuesta Heights Tank. The new 
600,000-gallon Cuesta Heights welded 

steel water storage tank and new treated 
water transfer pump station replace 
the District’s Gopher Tank, which failed 
during the construction of the Cuesta 
Heights tank and is currently offline. The 
new tank serves the Racetrack, Gibbs, 
and Saratoga communities of Sonora.

The TUD Board of Directors awarded 
the construction of the new water tank to 
Njirich & Sons, Inc. (Njirich) in May 2020. 
Njirich crews completed the grading, 
pump station, underground piping, and 
demolition of the Gopher Tank.  Crosno 
Construction, a tank manufacturer from 

Arroyo Grande and a subcontractor of 
Njirich & Sons, Inc., started construction 
of the Cuesta Heights Tank in August 
2020 and completed the tank in 
December 2020.  The project was 
designed by District staff and funded by 
a $1.7 million Community Development 
Grant it received from Tuolumne County 
for construction, engineering, inspection, 
geotechnical investigations, and electric 
service to the site. The completion of this 
project improves fire flow and provides 
emergency water storage during the 
District’s annual ditch outage.

Cuesta Heights Tank Completed

Cuesta Heights Tank – Completed 2020

Winter Water Supply Outlook
At the writing of this newsletter (December 15, 2020), the 
precipitation and snow accumulation are at approximately 
25% of average for the Mother Lode region. According to the 
National Weather Service, California is experiencing a La Nina 
type water year which typically indicates a drier than normal 
winter for our area. Pinecrest Lake and Lyons Reservoir water 
storage, the primary storage for TUD, are relatively low.  This 
combined with the low snowpack makes these conditions 
similar to those experienced at the beginning of the 2013-
2014 drought.  The difference at least for now, is that the 
weather patterns appear to be more active, and it is still early 
with roughly 24 inches of average rainfall left for the season.  

That said, this season has the potential to be drier than 
average.  According to Dr. Daniel Swain, Climate Scientist, 
“Occasional opportunities for precipitation (especially cold/
snowy systems over the Sierra) will periodically occur as 
a high pressure system is occasionally suppressed to the 
south and west, although that’s not really a recipe for drought-
busting, moisture-laden atmospheric rivers”. Dr. Swain is 
confident that much of California will see a substantially drier 
than average Water Year in 2020-2021. (Dr. Daniel Swain, 
https://weatherwest.com/) The District is monitoring water 
supply storage closely and continues to work with PG&E on 
the District’s water supply needs.



On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events.
If you have any story ideas or suggestions, please mail them to Lisa Westbrook,  

at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at lwestbrook@tudwater.com. 
For more information about TUD, go to www.tudwater.com

General Manager’s Corner
Happy New Year and Welcome to 

2021! Here’s to the hope of getting back 
to normal life as much as possible. At 
the time of this writing the COVID-19 
vaccine is just rolling out just as a 
new spike in cases ushered in yet 
another lock down. It’s our hope that 
the promise of a new vaccine will bring 
about an opportunity for life to get back 
to some form of normal.

In the last installment of the 
newsletter, I wrote about challenges 
associated with serving the community 
as essential workers providing water 
and wastewater services during the 
pandemic and under the near constant 
threat of PG&E’s Public Safety Power 
Shutoffs extreme fire conditions and 
a record-setting hot, dry summer and 
fall. Despite these challenges, TUD 

staff rose to the occasion by providing 
reliable water and wastewater services 
and carrying out many strategic 
initiatives and capital improvements to 
better serve Tuolumne County safely 
and reliably. If you missed the last On 
Tap newsletter, you can view it or a 
summary of the 2020 accomplishment 
online at www.tudwater.com.

With the new year comes a new board 
representing TUD – Congratulations to 
the new board members David Boatright 
and Lisa Murphy. And a congratulations 
to the newly elected officers Barbara 
Balen, President, and Ron Ringen, Vice 
President. We look forward to working 
with the new board as we work toward 
providing continual improvement in 
water and wastewater services to 
Tuolumne County. 

Edwin R. Pattison, General Manager

“PROVIDE RESPONSIBLE 
WATER AND WASTEWATER 

SERVICES FOR OUR 
CUSTOMERS WITH GREAT 
CUSTOMER SERVICE IN A 
SOCIALLY, FINANCIALLY 

AND ENVIRONMENTALLY 
RESPONSIVE MANNER AT 

A FAIR VALUE.”

TUD MISSION:

Is your home winter ready?

The weather is unpredictable in the Sierra foothills, especially 
in the winter months; however, the coldest temperatures typi-
cally occur in the months of January and February. Tuolumne 
Utilities District (TUD or District) would like to remind you of 
some simple precautionary steps that will help you protect 
your home and property from cold winter conditions.  

Insulate Exposed Pipes, Faucets and Pipes Prone 
to Freezing:
Outside pipes and faucets, and pipes in unheated garages 
and crawl spaces are most vulnerable to freezing weather. 
To prevent pipes from freezing, wrap them with insulating 
material. Cover them with plastic and secure with tape, 
string, or wire. Also, remember to disconnect garden hoses.

Locate Your Main Shut-Off Valve: 
Don’t wait for an emergency. Find your main water shut-
off valve now! It is commonly located next to the meter, in 
the garage, or outdoors by the foundation. If you suspect a 
water main is broken, immediately contact TUD’s 24-hour 
Customer Service at (209) 532-5536 so broken pipes can 
be repaired as soon as possible. Visit the TUD website for 
more information on how to protect your home in the win-
ter. https://tudwater.com/customer-service/winterize/.

TUD – Essential Workers, COVID-19 Response
In an effort to reduce the transmission risk of COVID-19, Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) office and Board Chambers are closed until further 
notice. Although the office is currently closed to the public, the District staff are still working and available to help our customers.
Finance/Customer Service: The Customer Service department is here to help and assist customers via telephone (209) 532-5536 or electronic 
mail (e-mail). To view your TUD Account and make a payment anytime go online at www.tudwater.com.
Operations: TUD field operations staff continue performing maintenance and repair of the water and wastewater systems; operating water and 
wastewater treatment plants, making water and sewer pipe repairs, reading meters and resolving water or wastewater related issues.

Serving our customers and the community is the foundation of our organization, 
and we are committed to delivering safe, reliable water and wastewater services.


