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CEQA 15164 and 15162 Findings and Incorporation by Reference 

1.1 Incorporation by Reference 

The Tuolumne City Sanitary District (TCSD) prepared an initial study/mitigated negative 
declaration for a wastewater collection system improvements project certified by the TCSD 
Board of Directors on July 15, 2018.    That document is  hereby incorporated by reference as 
follows and available online at  www.tudwater.com 
 
Tuolumne City Sanitary District.  July 2018.   Tuolumne City Sanitary District Collection System 

Improvements Project.   Augustine Planning Associates, Inc. 
 
In addition to the preceding document, the following focused project-specific studies are hereby 
incorporated by reference:  
 

Study Title Author Date 

CEQA 
Tuolumne City Sanitary District Wastewater Treatment 
and Water Reuse Facilities Improvement Project, Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration  (Hereinafter, 
IS/MND 2007)/a/  
 

ECO:LOGIC Engineering April 2007 

Biological Resources 
Tuolumne City Sanitary District Collection System 
Improvements Willow and Carter Sewer Basins Biological 
Study Report  
 

Augustine Planning 
Associates, Inc. by Amy 
Augustine, AICP 

April 2018 

Wastewater Treatment and Water Reuse Facilities 
Improvement Project Biological Assessment Endangered 
Species Act Compliance 
 

ECO:LOGIC Engineering June 2010 

Cultural Resources and Tribal Cultural Resources 
Cultural Resources Study Tuolumne Utilities District 
Tuolumne Water System Water Main Replacement 
Tuolumne County, California 
 

Francis Heritage by 
Charla M. Francis, M.A., 
RPA 

November, 2020 

Cultural Resources Study Tuolumne City Sanitary District 
Wastewater Collection System Improvements Willow and 
Carter Sewer Basins, Tuolumne County, CA.  State Water 
Resources Control Board Project No. C-06-8281-110 /b/ 
 

Francis Heritage by 
Charla M. Francis, M.A., 
RPA 

April 2018 

Cultural Resources Study Tuolumne City WWTF 
Improvement Project/a/ 
 

Analytical Environmental 
Sciences by Damon Haydu 

July 2006 

/a/ The 2007 IS/MND was for a much larger project including the Baker Ranch and a connecting pipeline in addition to expansion of the WWTP (already constructed) 
/b/Cultural Resources reports contain confidential cultural resource location information; report distribution may be restricted. Cultural 
resources are nonrenewable, and their scientific, cultural, and aesthetic value can be significantly impaired by disturbance. To prevent 
vandalism, artifact hunting, and other activities which can damage cultural resources, and to protect the landowner from trespass, the 
locations of cultural resources should be kept confidential. California Government Code 6254.1 exempts archaeological site information 
from the California Public Records Act. 
 

 

http://www.tudwater.com/
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Copies of these documents may be viewed online at www.tudwater.com or by calling the 
Tuolumne Utility District Offices at  (209) 532-5536 during regular business hours.    
 

1.2 CEQA Addendum Findings 
Pursuant to Section 15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines, an addendum to a previously certified 
mitigated negative declaration is appropriate if some changes or additions are necessary but 
none of the conditions described in Section 15162 (See Table 1) calling for the preparation of a 
subsequent mitigated negative declaration have occurred. 
 
Those findings and an evaluation of those findings for this proposed Addendum are as follows: 
 

Table 1:  Section 15162 Findings 
Finding Response to Finding 

Substantial changes are proposed in the Project 
requiring major revisions of the previous IS/MND 
due to the involvement of new significant 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in 
the severity of the previously identified significant 
effects. 
 

There are no new significant environmental effects 
or increases in the severity of any of the effects as 
identified and analyzed in the certified 2018 
IS/MND as detailed herein. 

Substantial changes have occurred with respect 
to the circumstances under which the project is 
undertaken requiring major revisions of the 
IS/MND due to new significant environmental 
effects or substantial increase in severity of the 
previously identified significant effects. 

As described in the addendum, no substantial 
changes have occurred relative to the 
circumstances under which the project is being 
undertaken and no substantial increase in the 
severity of previously identified significant effects.      
 

New information of substantial importance not 
known at the time the IS/MND was certified  
show:    
 

• The project will have one or more 
significant effects not discussed in the 
IS/MND 
 

As described in the addendum, no new information 
not known at the time of the IS/MND certification 
has come to light and the project will not have one 
or more significant effects not already discussed in 
the certified IS/MND. 

• Significant effects previously examined 
will be substantially more severe than 
shown in the IS/MND 

 

As described in the addendum, no significant 
effects previously examined will be substantially 
more severe than shown in the certified IS/MND. 

• Mitigation measures or alternatives 
found not feasible in the IS/MND would, 
in fact, be feasible, and substantially 
reduce one or more significant effects, 
but proponents decline to adopt them 

 

As described in the addendum, there are no 
mitigation measures or alternatives previously 
found not feasible that would now be feasible and 
substantially reduce one or more significant effects. 

• Mitigation measures or alternatives 
considerably different from those 
analyzed in the IS/MND would 
substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects on the environment, 
but the project proponents decline to 
adopt the mitigation measures or 
alternative 
 

As described in the addendum, mitigation 
measures and alternatives are substantially 
equivalent to those adopted in the certified 
IS/MND. 

http://www.tudwater.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=tuolumne+utilities+district&oq=tuolumne+utilities+district&aqs=chrome..69i57j46i175i199j0l6.3307j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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Based on the preceding, TUD has determined that an addendum to the 2018 IS/MND is 
appropriate for this project.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Section 15164(c) – PUBLIC HEARING 
Pursuant to Section 15164(c) of the State CEQA Guidelines, this addendum does not require 
circulation for public review.   The TUD Board of Directors is required to consider this 
addendum before approving the project and has tentatively scheduled a public hearing on 
January 5, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. to do so. 
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2.0 Project Description  
 
BACKGROUND/PROJECT DESRIPTION (2018 Wastewater Project): 
The TCSD Collection System Improvements Project environmental document (Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration) was certified by the TCSD Board of Directors on July 15, 
2020 and a Notice of Determination (NOD) was filed July 16, 2020 with the State Clearinghouse 
SCH#:  2018052024.   
 
The project  includes replacing old sewer lines and installing sections of new sewer lines within 
the Willow and Carter Sewer Basins. In conjunction, manholes will be replaced, rehabilitated and 
some new manholes will be installed. Some new cleanouts will be installed and others will be 
replaced. Other improvements include:  New or replacement sewer lines shall be a minimum of 6 
inches in diameter with all intersecting pipes connected at a manhole.    
 
This Project is hereinafter referenced  as the “Wastewater Project”. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION (Addendum – 2020 Water Main Project): 
 
The TUD Tuolumne City Water Main Replacement Project consists of the installation and 
replacement of: 
 
• Approximately 3,000 linear feet of 8-inch and 3,200 linear feet of 10-inch water main, 
• Eight fire hydrants to be replaced (including 3 -4 which will be relocated), 
• Approximately 87 water services and appurtenances to be replaced (including water meters, 

meters boxes, and pipeline leading to them). 
  
(Figures 1 and 2)   
 
The proposed project is in the same location as the TCSD Collection System Improvements 
Project with the minor exceptions noted in Figure 2.   All of these “new” sections previously 
were evaluated in conjunction with the Wastewater Project due to their connectivity with that 
project. 
 
Given the cost and time-savings that can be realized, the construction for both projects is 
expected to be performed concurrently by one contractor. 
 
This project is hereinafter referenced as the “Water Main Project” or “Project.” Both projects 
are referenced as “Projects”. 
 
LEAD AGENCY/ 
APPLICANT:  Tuolumne Utilities District 
 
RESPONSIBLE 
AGENCY:  Regional Water Quality Control Board 
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CONTACTS: 
 

Jennifer Batt, P.E., Associate Engineer 
Tuolumne Utilities District 
 (209) 532-5536 ext. 526 
18885 Nugget Blvd  
Sonora, CA 95370 
jbatt@tudwater.com  

Amy Augustine, AICP 
Augustine Planning Associates, Inc. 
270 S. Barretta, Suite C 
P.O. Box 3117 
Sonora, CA  95370 
(209) 532-7376 (ph)/(209) 743-2323 (cell) 
tuolandplanner@gmail.com   
 

 
PROJECT LOCATION:   See Figures 1 and 2. 

mailto:jbatt@tudwater.com
mailto:tuolandplanner@gmail.com
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Figure 1:  Site Plan - Location 1 of 2 

Water Line – New 
Location versus 
Wastewater Project 
 



9 
 

New area 
added for 
Water Main 
Project 

Figure 2:  Site Plan - Location 2 of 2 

Water Line – New 
Location versus 
Wastewater Project 

See previous 
page 
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3.0 Environmental Factors Potentially Affected 
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving 
at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the 
following pages. 
  

X 
 
Aesthetics  

 
 

 
Agriculture & Forestry 
Resources  

 
X 

 
Air Quality 

 
X 

 
Biological Resources 

 
X 

 
Cultural Resources  

 
X Energy 

X  Geology /Soils X Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
 
X 

 
Hazards & Hazardous 
Materials  

X 
 
Hydrology / Water Quality  

 
 

 
Land Use / Planning 

 
 

 
Mineral Resources  

 
X 

 
Noise  

 
 

 
Population / Housing 

 
 

 
Public Services 

 
 

 
Recreation  

 
 

 
Transportation 

 
X 

 
Tribal Cultural Resources 

 

X 
 
Utilities / Service Systems  

 

X 
 
Wildfire 

 

X Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

 
DETERMINATION: (Completed by the Lead Agency)   
 
On the basis of this initial evaluation: 
  
 

 
I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 
 

 
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a 
significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the project 
proponent. An ADDENDUM to the 2018 MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 
 

 
I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT is required. 

 
 

 
I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant unless 
mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document 
pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation  measures based on the earlier 
analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must 
analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

 
 

 
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all potentially 
significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant 
to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing 
further is required. 

 
 
  
Tuolumne Utilities District 
 

 
 
  
Date 
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4.0 Environmental Issue or Topic 
All analysis, findings, identified project conditions and mitigation measures remain the 
same as stablished in the July 2018 IS/MND, as certified by the Tuolumne City Sanitary 
District for the Wastewater Project, except as specifically modified in this addendum. 
 
Changes to the state’s CEQA Guidelines for IS/MND format adopted in 2019 are 
incorporated herein.   None of the new environmental categories or re-organization 
required by the 2019 format changes affect the findings of the 2018 IS/MND.  
Environmental Issue headings have been re-numbered to conform with the current CEQA 
format.   

4.1 AESTHETICS    

Per 2019 CEQA Format Changes c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of the site and its surroundings?  Was amended to:  c) In non-urbanized areas, 
substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views of the site and its 
surroundings?   If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable 
zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality?   
 
The change in question format does not alter the analysis included in the 2018 IS/MND for this  
Water Main Project.   As with the Wastewater Project, this Project include trenching to install 
underground pipes with no visible surface change post-construction.      
 
The 2018 IS/MND identified the following mitigation measure for large native oak trees located 
encroaching within the area of potential effects because disturbances within the driplines and 
root zones of these established trees could shorten their lifespan or otherwise weaken the trees.   
 
In conjunction with landowner notifications, two responses were received specifying heritage 
trees to be protected.    The following amendment (underlined) specifying trees to be protected 
pursuant to AES-2 is hereby incorporated in response to that input: 
 
Mitigation Measure AES-2:  Large Native Oak Tree Protection 
To the maximum extent feasible and practicable, throughout project construction activities 
occurring within one and on-half times the driplines of native Valley, blue or live oaks measuring 
24” or greater in diameter at breast height: 
 

• Limit ground-disturbing activities to outside the dripline of native oaks and preferably 
outside one and one-half times the dripline;   
 

• No storage equipment, supplies, vehicles, debris, construction wastewater, paint, stucco, 
concrete or any other clean-up waste, and temporary or permanent structures shall be 
placed within the driplines 

 
• Avoid cutting oak roots.  Hand-digging may be required when working within the root 

zone. 
 

• Use boring or trenchless installation  rather than open trenching within driplines where 
possible 
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• Avoid equipment damage to limbs, trunks, and roots of oaks trees  

 
• Do not attach signs, ropes, cables or other items to trees 

 
• ESA fencing shall be installed surrounding the dripline plus ½ dripline of each of the 

following heritage trees prior to ground disturbance.     Activities within 1-1/2 times the 
driplines of these trees shall comply with the preceding.    Any activities occurring within 
the driplines of these trees shall require review and approval by a qualified arborist prior 
to conducting such work. 
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A.  19085 Carter Street (APN 009-020-024)  - 5-foot oak three feet from the property 

line.   Note:  This will require moving the proposed waterline south of its 
proposed route. 
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B.  18562 Woolworth (APNs 009-041-001 and 009-041-003)  Heritage Pecan Tree at 
fence at NE corner of Birch Street and Woolworth Avenue. 
 

 

 
 

 
Mitigation Monitoring AES-2:   The required mitigation measure will be implemented 
throughout project construction activities occurring within the one and one-half times the 
driplines of native Valley, blue or live oaks measuring 24” or greater in diameter at breast height.  
The measure is the responsibility of the construction contractor.       
 
Proper implementation of the preceding measure will reduce the potential visual impacts to a 
level of less-than-significant. 
 
 
The proposed change is consistent with the existing mitigation measure (i.e., identifies two of 
the heritage trees to be protected per the mitigation measure).   No other changes to the 2018 
IS/MND are proposed.      
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4.2 AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES 

Per 2019 CEQA Format Changes, two questions were added to the CEQA Guidelines IS/MND 
format:  Will the project c) conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land as 
defined in Public Resources Code Section 12220(g),timberland as defined in PRC Section 4526, 
or timberland zoned Timberland Production as defined in Government Code Section 51104(g)? 
and d)  Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 
 
The Project area (for both the Wastewater Project and the Water Main Project) is in a developed 
townsite, is not zoned for timberland production, and does not meet the definition for forest land; 
therefore, no impacts will occur and no mitigation is required. 
 
No changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 

4.3 AIR QUALITY   

Potential impacts identified in the 2018 IS/MND for the Wastewater Project would be equivalent 
to those anticipated for the proposed Water Main Project.  The concurrent installation of new 
water and sewer lines primarily replacing existing lines will result in a net decrease in air 
emissions comparable to what would occur if the individual projects were undertaken separately 
thereby resulting in a potential net beneficial cumulative impact on air emissions.   Therefore, no 
impacts are anticipated. 
No changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed.   

4.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES    

An updated review of the California Natural Diversity Database,  US Fish and Wildlife species 
list, and California Native Plant Society Rare Plant inventory was undertaken in November 2020 
(See Attachment B).   One new species was added to the species lists analyzed in the 2018 
Biological Analysis as follows: 
 
Table 2:   “Added” Species Analysis 

Species Status Preferred 
habitat(s)/a/ 

Likelihood to Occur on Site  
O= Present on Site (Occupied) 

U = Unlikely to Occur 
P = Potential to Occur 

P/F= Potential to Occur in the future 
Tuolumne cave 

harvestman 
Banksula tuolumne 

None Cave dweller U – The nearest CNDDB record for the species 
is more than 7 miles from the Project site.  No 
caves exist in the project boundary suited to the 
species.  The species does not meet the criteria 
for classification as special status as established 
in the Biological Study for this project.  However, 
the species is not expected to occur due to the 
absence of suitable habitat.   

 
In addition to the preceding, the status of the foothill yellow-legged frog (Rana boylii) has 
changed from Candidate for listing to listed as endangered under the California Endangered 
Species Act.    The species was evaluated as if it were listed in the 2018 IS/MND, therefore, the 
change in species status does not change the analysis included in the 2018 IS/MND. 
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Now wetlands or other special habitats not previously identified are located within the Water 
Main Project boundaries. 
 
Based on the preceding, no changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed.   
 

4.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES    

A new cultural resources study was prepared for the project, previously incorporated by 
reference.   That study identifies no newly identified resources and no additional mitigation 
measures. 
 
No changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 

4.6 ENERGY     

This is a new Section adopted per 2019 CEQA Guideline Changes. 
 

VI. ENERGY. Would the Project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than Significant 
with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
a) Result in potential significant 

environmental impact due to wasteful, 
inefficient, or unnecessary consumption 
of energy resources during project 
construction or alteration. 

    

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local 
plan for renewable energy or energy 
efficiencies. 

    

 Background  

Energy used for both the Wastewater Project and Water Main Projects include fossil fuels to 
operate construction equipment.   

 Analysis 

a) Result in potential significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or 
unnecessary consumption of energy resources during project construction or alteration. 

 
Less Than Significant with Mitigation 
Potential impacts associated with the use of fossil fuels were evaluated for the Wastewater 
Project in the Air Quality section of the 2018 study.   Potential impacts identified in the 2018 
IS/MND for the Wastewater Project would be equivalent to those anticipated for the proposed 
Water Main Project.  The concurrent installation of new water and sewer lines primarily 
replacing existing lines will result in a net decrease in energy (fossil fuel) use comparable to 
what would occur if the individual projects were undertaken separately thereby resulting in a 
potential net beneficial cumulative impact on energy use.   Potential impacts identified in the 
IS/MND for Air Quality relative to emissions are the same for both projects.   The Mitigation 
Measures established remains the same. 
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Mitigation Measure:  AQ-2 per 2018 IS/MND 
Mitigation Monitoring:  As per 2018 IS/MND 
 
b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiencies. 

No Impact 
No local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiencies exist and the project does not conflict 
with state plans for renewable energies or energy efficiencies.   However, it is noted that The 
concurrent installation of new water and sewer lines primarily replacing existing lines will result 
in a net decrease in energy use comparable to what would occur if the individual projects were 
undertaken separately thereby resulting in a potential net beneficial cumulative impact on 
energy use.    
 
Mitigation Measure:  None required. 
Mitigation Monitoring:  Not applicable. 

4.7 GEOLOGY AND SOILS   

No changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 

4.8 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS  

No changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 

4.9 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS  

As described in the 2018 IS/MND and applicable to the Water Main Project.  During public 
outreach for the project, two responses pertaining to the Traffic Access management Plan were 
received.   In recognition of the responses, the proposed mitigation measure is being modified 
to call out specific entities as follows (changes are underlined). 
 

However, during construction, road sections may be temporarily closed or detours put in place 
to avoid construction areas.  Emergency responders may be delayed in reaching various 
areas in the community due to blocked roadways, a potentially significant adverse impact.   
The following measure is proposed to minimize that impact.   

 
Mitigation Measure HAZ-1 (Traffic Access Management Plan) 
Prior to commencing work within public roadways, the Contractor will prepare (to the 
District’s satisfaction), and throughout project construction will implement, a traffic access 
management plan to maintain emergency ingress, egress, and daily traffic flows throughout 
the Project boundaries.    The access management plan should address public notification 
of upcoming construction, anticipated road closures, and detours (e.g., mailers in invoices, 
publication in local newspaper, website notices, postings along streets to be closed, 
electronic message boards).   The District will coordinate road closures with the Tuolumne 
City Fire Department, Mother Lode Christian School (if necessary) and Summerville 
Elementary School to ensure that emergency ingress and egress is addressed prior to and 
during street closures. 
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In particular: 
 

• Short Street is used as an exit for the Mother Lode Christian School in the afternoon.   
The Traffic Access management plan shall address this or an alternate route in 
consultation with the school.  
 

• Coordinate with the owner at 18562 Woolworth Avenue to retain a parking space 
close to her home for disabled access during construction. 

 
Mitigation Monitoring HAZ-1: The traffic access management plan will be prepared prior to 
initiating project construction and implemented throughout project construction.   The 
measure is the responsibility of the construction contractor in consultation with the 
Tuolumne City Fire Department, Mother Lode Christian School (if necessary) and 
Summerville Elementary School (and others, as needed). 

 
The proposed change is consistent with the existing mitigation measure (i.e., identifies two 
specific entities to be consulted per the mitigation measure).   No other changes to the 2018 
IS/MND are proposed.      

4.10 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY   

No changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 

4.11 LAND USE AND PLANNING 

No changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed 

4.12 MINERAL RESOURCES  

No changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 

4.13 NOISE  

No changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 
 

4.14 POPULATION AND HOUSING 
2019 CEQA format changes amended the CEQA guidelines to: “Will the project” a) Induce 
substantial unplanned  population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by proposing 
new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)?  
 
The revised guidance does not affect the analysis in the 2018 IS/MND.     Both projects are 
being undertaken to improve the function of the existing water and wastewater systems in a 
previously developed townsite.   Therefore, improvements will not directly or indirectly result in 
unplanned growth. 
 
No changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 
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4.15 PUBLIC SERVICES 

The proposed project will improve existing water system functions but will not increase demands 
on other services.   Proposed looping will, in fact, potentially reduce demands on the fire 
department resulting from improved to fire flow. 
  
Therefore, no changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 

4.16 RECREATION 

Due to the size, nature and location of the proposed Project, no changes to the 2018 IS/MND 
are proposed. 

4.17 TRANSPORTATION 

Per 2019 CEQA Guideline Changes, two new guidelines were added.   An analysis of these 
new provisions is included here. 
 

XVI. TRANSPORTATION.  

Would the Project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than Significant 
with Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or 
policy addressing the circulation system 
including transit, roadways, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities?    

    

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15064.3 subdivision (b)?     

 Background 
A new concept, vehicle miles traveled (VMT) was added to state CEQA guidelines pursuant to 
CEQA Section 15064.3(b) (aka SB743) and is addressed below under question “b”. 

 Analysis 

a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or policy addressing the circulation system 
including transit, roadways, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities?    

 
No Impact. 
Neither the Wastewater Project nor the Water Main Project will result in any permanent change 
to surface streets or pathways.    Therefore, the projects will not conflict with existing programs, 
plans, ordinances, or policies addressing the circulation system and no impacts are anticipated. 
 
Mitigation Measure:  None required. 
Mitigation Monitoring:  Not applicable. 
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b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 subdivision (b)? 
 
No Impact  
The proposed projects involve maintenance of existing water and wastewater systems.   
Pursuant to 15064.3, maintenance projects are exempt from analysis for Vehicle Miles Traveled 
(VMT).   Therefore, no impacts are anticipated.   
 
Mitigation Measure:  None required. 
Mitigation Monitoring:  Not applicable. 

4.18 TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES 

The proposed Water Main Project follows a route parallel to the Wastewater Project route.    A 
new cultural resources study was prepared for the project, previously incorporated by reference.   
That study identifies no newly identified resources and no additional mitigation measures.    
Therefore, no changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 
 

4.19 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
Per 2019 CEQA Guideline Changes, parameters were modified (See blue highlights).   
These modifications are analyzed as follows: 
 
 
XIX.  Utilities and Service Systems 
Would the Project:  
 

Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 
Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Require or result in the relocation or 
construction of new or expanded water or 
wastewater treatment or storm water 
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications  facilities the 
construction or relocation of which could 
cause significant environmental effects? 

 

    

b)      Have sufficient water supplies available to 
serve the Project and reasonably 
foreseeable future development during 
normal, dry, and multiple dry years? 

 

    

 
 Background 

 
The proposed Water Main Project follows a route parallel to the Wastewater Project route along 
the existing route of existing water mains.    The Projects primarily are intended to repair and 
maintain the existing collection and distribution system.     
 
Analysis. 
a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water or wastewater treatment 
or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications  facilities the construction 
or relocation of which could cause significant environmental effects? 
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No Impact. 
Due to the size, nature and location of the proposed Projects, no expansions to either the water 
or wastewater systems are anticipated.    No changes to electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities are anticipated. 
 
Mitigation Measure:  None required. 
Mitigation Monitoring:  Not applicable 
 
b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the Project and reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry, and multiple dry years? 
 
No Impact. 
Water Main Project will improve fire flow and reduce the number of water line breaks that are 
occurring in the main line.   This will help conserve water.   The Project itself does not increase 
water demand, but rather improves water delivery to customers.   Therefore, based on the size, 
nature, and location of the proposed project, no impacts are anticipated.  
 
Mitigation Measure:  None required. 
Mitigation Monitoring:  Not applicable 
 
No changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 
 

4.20 WILDFIRE   
This is a new Section added per 2019 CEQA Guideline updates. 
 

XX. If located in or near state 
responsibility areas or land classified as 

very high fire hazard severity zones, 
would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than Significant 
with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Substantially impair an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? 

    

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other 
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks and 
thereby expose project occupants to 
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or 
the uncontrolled spread of wildfire? 

    

c) Require installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, power 
lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate 
fire risk or that may result in temporary or 
ongoing impacts to the environment? 

    

d) Expose people or structures to significant 
risks, including downslope or downstream 
flooding or landslides as a result of runoff, 
post-fire slope instability, or drainage 
changes? 

    

 Background 

The Projects are in a state responsibility area and mapped as a moderate , high and very high 
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fire hazard severity areas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Analysis 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 
 
Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. 
 
As described in the Hazards and Hazardous Materials Section of this report (Section 4.9), 
During public outreach for the project, two responses pertaining to the Traffic Access 
Management Plan were received.   In recognition of the responses, the proposed mitigation 
measure was modified to call out specific entities to be consulted in preparing emergency 
access as part of the Traffic Access Management Plan.   That amendment is applicable to this 
section also and hereby incorporated. 
 
Mitigation Measure:  Mitigation Measure HAZ-1 (Traffic Access Management Plan) 
Mitigation Monitoring:  As per the 2018 IS/MND. 
 
No further changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 
 
b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks and thereby 

expose project occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of wildfire? 

c) Require installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure such as roads, fuel breaks, 
emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that 
may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding 
or landslides as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 
 

 



 

Tuolumne Utilities District Tuolumne Water System Addendum IS/MND 2020  Page 23 
 

No Impact.    
The Water Main Project will improve fire flow and reduce the number of water line breaks 
occurring in the main line.    This will help conserve water and improve fire flow – a potentially 
beneficial effect.   Both Projects are subsurface structures that will be replaced near or in the 
same location as the pre-existing lines.   Therefore, based on the size, nature, and location of 
the proposed Projects, no impacts are anticipated.  
 
Mitigation Measure:  None required. 
Mitigation Monitoring:  Not applicable 
 

4.21 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE  

No changes to the 2018 IS/MND are proposed. 
 

 
MITIGATION MEASURES, CONDITIONS AND SAFEGUARDS:  A list of Mitigation Measures 
and Conditions for the Project are included in Attachment A of this report and will be employed 
to minimize any impacts which might result from the proposed project. 
 
DETERMINATION: Based on the information contained in 2018 IS/MND and this addendum, 
including incorporation of the provisions of the project design and mitigation measures identified 
herein, there is no substantial evidence that the project will have a significant adverse effect on the 
environment.  Therefore, approval of the proposed project will not result in significant adverse 
impacts on either the natural or cultural environment provided the provisions of the project design 
and mitigation measures discussed herein are properly implemented and maintained.  

 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Tuolumne Utilities District 
 

 
  
Date 

 
 
PREPARED BY: Amy Augustine, AICP 
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Attachment A 

Avoidance and Minimization Measures 
 
See Separate Document. 
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Attachment B 
Updated Species Lists 

November 2020 
Tuolumne Water Main Project Addendum IS/MND
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