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Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
(PG&E) will be making safety repairs 
and conducting maintenance on 
flume sections of the Tuolumne 
Main Canal in May. While the 
repairs are being made on the 
main canal, water from the Lyons 
Reservoir serving the Tuolumne 
Utilities District (TUD) system will 
be shut off from Sunday, May 16 
through Friday, May 21. During this 
time, PG&E and TUD are asking area 
residents to conserve water. 

During the six-day repair period, 
water will not be flowing in the 
ditches, and the water supply will 
come from storage tanks and 
limited capacity groundwater wells.  
Conservation during this period is 
necessary to ensure adequate water 
supply for drinking, sanitary usage 
and fire protection. TUD requests 
that all customers continue to 
conserve for one additional week 
after the outage for the water 
storage supply to recover. 

PG&E Plans Safety Repairs in May on the Tuolumne Main Canal

The Phoenix Lake Park Sewer Lift 
Station is considered a critical pump 
station that is situated approximately 
60 feet from Phoenix Lake.  Several 
years ago, a new primary sump was 
installed leaving the original sump for 
overflow. Since there is no pump in the 
overflow, District staff must carefully 
monitor the overflow sump and remove 
water as needed with a vacuum truck.

The District has started construction 
of the rehabilitation of the sump in April 
2021. Once completed, the Phoenix 
Lake Park Sewer Lift Station will have a 
new sump, new guide rails, transducer, 
and control unit. This will allow the 
District to have a backup pump 
installed and functioning if needed. 

Phoenix Lake Park Sewer Lift Station 
Rehabilitation Project is Underway

Courtesy photo by PG&E
PG&E Tuolumne Main Canal from Lyons Reservoir 

Above, is a photo of the Phoenix Lake Park Sewer 
Pump Station before construction. To the left, 
TUD crews have started at Phoenix Lake Sewer 
Lift Station.

For more information on the ditch outage 
visit www.tudwater.com. 



On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events. 

If you have any story ideas or suggestions, please mail them to Lisa Westbrook, 
at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at lwestbrook@tudwater.com.

For more information about TUD, go to www.tudwater.com

Board of Directors Seeking Interim General Manager
The TUD Board of Directors is actively seeking an Interim General Manager 

to assist with TUD’s day to day operations and to work closely with the 
Board and legal counsel until a new permanent General Manager is hired.

“PROVIDE RESPONSIBLE 
WATER AND WASTEWATER 

SERVICES FOR OUR 
CUSTOMERS WITH GREAT 
CUSTOMER SERVICE IN A 
SOCIALLY, FINANCIALLY 

AND ENVIRONMENTALLY 
RESPONSIVE MANNER AT A 

FAIR VALUE.”

TUD MISSION:

The Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD or District) was 
notified by the California Governor’s Office of Emergency 
Services (Cal OES) that funding in the amount of $297,202 
has been allocated to TUD from a 2020-21 Community 
Power Resiliency grant. 

The grant funds will assist the District to purchase and 
add much-needed backup power generation for critical 
water and wastewater infrastructure to continue reliable 
operations during power outages. “Providing water during 
times of high fire danger and power stoppages is a critical 
safety priority for TUD.   This was definitely a team effort and 
a great example of TUD saving thousands of local dollars by 
applying for state funding for the generators that minimize 
the hardship and disruption of water delivery during a power 
outage,” states Barbara Balen, President of the TUD Board of 
Directors. The District has struggled to deliver uninterrupted 
water and sewer services during the widespread PG&E Public 
Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) events since the first PSPS 
event covering the District’s entire service area in 2019. To 
better manage operations during uncertain PSPS events, 
TUD created response teams across its various departments 
and purchased and rented $200,000 of additional power 
generation in 2020 using ratepayer dollars to supply backup 
power to its 12 water treatment plants, 55 pump stations, 
and 29 sewer lift stations to ensure reliable operations during 
PSPS events and emergencies. Every dollar obtained through 

grants, is another dollar from ratepayers that can be used 
toward critical infrastructure replacement. 

TUD staff completed an application through Cal OES for the 
Community Power Resiliency Allocation to Special Districts 
in October 2020, and Cal OES announced the District’s grant 
request to enhance its resiliency against power shutoff 
events was approved on March 12, 2021. 

TUD Receives Funding from Cal OES to Purchase Generators

Board of Directors Meetings

The public is encouraged to listen and 
participate in the Board of Directors 
meetings which start at 9am on the 2nd 
and 4th Tuesday of the month. Currently 
the District office and Board Chambers 
are closed due to COVID-19 health and 
safety concerns. During this time meetings 
are being held virtually using Zoom. 
Information on how to participate via Zoom 

is listed on each Board agenda. Did you 
know you can also view the Board and 
Committee meetings anytime by watching 
the meetings on the TUD You Tube channel? 
Go to your web browser at YouTube and do 
a search for Tuolumne Utilities District or 
find the link at the TUD website,
https://tudwater.com/board-of-directors/
meeting-agenda-minutes-video/


