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Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD or 
District) has released its Annual 
Water Quality Report (also known 
as the Consumer Confidence 
Report), covering all testing of 
treated drinking water performed 
from January 1st through 
December 31, 2020. The water 
quality report covers the District’s 
treated water service areas, 11 
surface water treatment plants, 
and 12 active wells. TUD’s surface 
water comes from the South Fork 
of the Stanislaus River at Lyons 
Reservoir via the Tuolumne Main 
Canal by agreement with Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company (PG&E). 

The Annual Water Quality Report 
(Report) is available for the 
public to view or download at 
the District’s website https://
tudwater.com/customer-service/
water-services/. TUD’s dedicated 
staff is working hard under 
enhanced safety precautions to 
supply safe, reliable, and plentiful 

water to homes and businesses. 
District staff maintains a strong 
commitment to producing drinking 
water that meets or exceeds all 
State and Federal standards. The 
District strives to adopt new and 
efficient methods for delivering the 
best-quality drinking water to its 
customers. As new challenges to 
drinking water safety emerge, TUD 
remains vigilant in meeting Source 
Water Protection, Water Efficiency 
Practices, and Community 
Education goals while serving all 
water users’ needs. 

In conjunction with the release of 
the Annual Water Quality Report, 
TUD is conducting an online Service 
Line Inventory Survey. The State, 
Health and Safety Code Section 
116885, requires TUD to compile 
an inventory of service lines in its 
water distribution system. TUD 
is asking for your assistance in 
compiling the Customer Side of 
this inventory. The survey gathers 

information about your home’s 
internal plumbing material, the 
kind of plumbing material used to 
construct your home’s service line, 
from the water meter to the inlet 
of the house, and the age of your 
home. To complete log on to the 
TUD website and select the Water 
Services page, https://tudwater.
com/customer-service/water-
services/

New Drinking Water Report Released

The Sonora Water Treatment Plant (WTP) located on 
a hilltop in downtown Sonora is one of the oldest water 
treatment plants that the District operates. The plant 
was built in 1920 by the Sierra and San Francisco Power 
Company, then transferred to Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E) and eventually to TUD. In 1983, 
Tuolumne County (County) acquired the Tuolumne, 
Jamestown, and Sonora water systems (including 

the Sonora WTP) from PG&E. At this same time, the 
County also assumed operation and maintenance of 
the 70-mile historic ditch system. Serving the greater 
Sonora area, this plant serves TUD’s largest customer 
base. Since this facility is over 100 years old, it requires 
upgrades and possible replacement soon. 

Until such time the Sonora WTP can be replaced with 
a new facility, the District must modernize the electrical 
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Meet TUD’s New Interim General Manager
After a thorough search, the 

Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) 
Board of Directors has selected an 
Interim General Manager to lead the 
District until a permanent General 
Manager is in place.

In April this year, the Board 
began the search process for 
an interim general manager to 
oversee the general manager 
duties until the Board can conduct 
a thorough recruitment for the 
permanent General Manager 
position.  After a series of Closed 
Session meetings and interviews 
with possible candidates, the 
Board has selected Don Perkins 
as the Interim General Manager 
for the District.  Mr. Perkins has 
served as the District’s Operations 
Director for the past six years.

Don Perkins has nearly 30 years 
in the water industry, 21 of those 
here at TUD. Don was promoted from 
Water Treatment Superintendent 
to Operations Director in 2015 
and hasn’t slowed down in his 
quest for excellence. He has 
demonstrated strong leadership 
helping to advance the District’s 

ambitious Capital Improvement 
Plan, getting thousands of feet of 
new pipe in the ground and dozens 
of water and sewer projects built - 
ultimately making the TUD system 
more efficient and reliable. Don is 
well-respected by the TUD Board of 
Directors and staff, and the District’s 
local and regional partners.

“All the candidates were 
excellent. The TUD board came to 
their decision with due diligence 
and mindfulness. I would like to 
congratulate Mr. Perkins and also 
thank the TUD employees for 
stepping up during this time,” states 
Board President, Barbara Balen. 
“I am grateful for the opportunity 
and the confidence the Board has 
instilled in me. I look forward to 
working with the Board, TUD’s 
talented staff and community 
partners in this capacity to continue 
meeting the challenges and 
opportunities facing the District,” 
states Don Perkins.  

Mr. Perkins began his role as 
TUD Interim General Manager on 
June 14, 2021.

Don Perkins
Interim General Manager

“PROVIDE RESPONSIBLE 

WATER AND WASTEWATER 

SERVICES FOR OUR 

CUSTOMERS WITH GREAT 

CUSTOMER SERVICE IN A 

SOCIALLY, FINANCIALLY 

AND ENVIRONMENTALLY 

RESPONSIVE MANNER AT 

A FAIR VALUE.”

TUD MISSION:

Sonora Water Treatment Facility Upgrades in Progress
Continued from previous page

and automated operational controls at the facility.  The 
plant’s electrical components are severely outdated 
causing numerous complex and labor-intensive 
electrical control issues over the last few years.   

The TUD Construction/Maintenance department 
is also installing a pipeline to bypass the clear water 
reservoir. Other potential improvements include a 
modern Program Logic Controller (PLC) and Human 
Machine Interface (HMI) Controls that incorporate 
updated software technology TUD uses at other 
treatment facilities. Aerial view of Sonora Water Treatment Plant – Photo courtesy of  

Gaddiel DeMattei (TUD Associate Engineer)


