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The weather is unpredictable in the Sierra foothills, 
especially in the winter months; however, the coldest 
temperatures typically occur in the months of January 
and February. Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD or District) 
would like to remind you of some simple precautionary 
steps that will help you protect your home and property 
from cold winter conditions.  

Insulate Exposed Pipes, Faucets and Pipes Prone to 
Freezing: 
Outside pipes and faucets, and pipes in unheated 
garages and crawl spaces are most vulnerable to 
freezing weather. To prevent pipes from freezing, wrap 
them with insulating material. Cover them with plastic 
and secure with tape, string, or wire. Also, remember to 
disconnect garden hoses. 

Locate Your Main Shut-Off Valve: 
Don’t wait for an emergency. Find your main water shut-

off valve now! It is commonly located next to the meter, in 
the garage, or outdoors by the foundation. If you suspect a 
water main is broken, immediately contact TUD’s 24-hour 
Customer Service at (209) 532-5536 so broken pipes can 
be repaired as soon as possible. Visit the TUD website 
for more information on how to protect your home in the 
winter. https://tudwater.com/customer-service/winterize/.

Winter Is Here - Is Your Home Ready?

The Crossroads Sewer Lift Station Abandonment Project, 
located off of Highway 108 near the new Law and Justice 
Center facility, begun in December.  The goal of the project is to 
abandon the aging Crossroads Lift Station and direct flows to 
the newly constructed Law & Justice Lift Station.  The project 
consists of a 150 foot bore under Highway 108 using a 24-
inch steel casing, two new manholes, and approximately 430 
feet (total) of 8-inch sewer main.  Pacific Bore is performing 
the bore under the highway, while TUD crews are installing 
the remaining pipeline and manholes as well as abandoning 
the Crossroads Lift Station. The project is estimated to be 
completed by January 31, 2022, weather permitting.

Crossroads Sewer Lift Station Abandonment

TUD crews on job site – near Law & Justice Center

Winter Operations at TUD
A key component of TUD’s water 

supply conveyance and infrastructure 
is the ditch system. The original ditch 
system was conceived and constructed 
by a group of energetic and resourceful 
miners in the early 1850’s to deliver 
water to the communities and miners in 
Sonora, Jamestown and Columbia. 

Keeping the water flowing through 
the 71 miles of ditch in the winter is 
challenging requiring field crews to 

work long hours in order to keep the 
water flowing to the District’s 13 water 
treatment plants. If the water freezes, our 
ditch tenders walk through the ditch, use 
picks and shovels to break up the snow 
so that water can flow again. Another 
issue is wind and heavy snow which can 
cause large limbs or trees to fall into the 
ditch. The District relies on its field crews 
to walk many miles of ditch clearing it of 
debris and fallen limbs. 



On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events. 

If you have any story ideas or suggestions, please mail them to Lisa Westbrook, 
at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at lwestbrook@tudwater.com.

For more information about TUD, go to www.tudwater.com

General Manager’s Corner
Looking back on 2021, I feel con-

fident in saying that this was probably 
the most productive year in many, if not 
all on record. However, while produc-
tive, it wasn’t short on challenges. The 
year started in January with a snow-
storm that dropped several feet of 
snow in our upper systems that led to 
a major water leak in the Cedar Ridge 
area. The deep snow and widespread 
power outage made it difficult to find 
the leak, get it repaired and get water 
back in service. For the first time ever, 
the district had to work around two 
separate PG&E ditch outages: one in 
the spring and one in the fall. Precipita-
tion was well below normal putting our 
region in an extreme drought condition. 
Lyons Reservoir, the primary source of 
the community’s water supply for the 
summer and fall period, experienced its 
earliest end-of-spill ever on June 7th, 
if it even really spilled. Governor New-
som declared a drought emergency in 
June, and by August, Lyons Reservoir 
dropped to the dangerously low-lev-
el of 1045 acre feet. It was necessary 
for TUD to work closely with PG&E and 
USFS to bring water down from Pi-
necrest prior to Labor Day.  Also, due 
to the dry weather, the 1600-acre feet 
Quartz Reservoir that stores treated 
wastewater used for land irrigation only 
reached about 49% of capacity putting 
our partners in the reclamation system 
(ranchers) in jeopardy of not being able 
have enough water to irrigate until the 
rainy season. A tremendous amount of 
effort on the part of the ranchers and 
TUD staff, enabled all users avoid a dis-
aster. On August 26th, the Washington 
Fire started and burned in and around 
the Sonora Regional sewer plant and 

caused widespread power outages in 
the greater Sonora area. In response, 
TUD crews scrambled to deliver multi-
ple generators to sewer pump stations 
and water pump stations to ensure 
continued services including water for 
fighting the fire. 

These challenges, amidst the on-
going pandemic, were met by our ded-
icated staff with perseverance and 
commitment to the mission of the dis-
trict and despite trying times, 2021 was 
full of accomplishments. We complet-
ed major rehabilitation of three sewer 
pump stations in Apple Valley, Colum-
bia College, and Phoenix Lake Park. 
The district also completed several 
infrastructure consolidation projects 
including consolidation of a few tanks 
and pump stations making our opera-
tions more efficient and reliable, and 
replacement of approximately 4,000 
feet of poor quality “Techite” pipeline in 
the Crystal Falls area. In collaboration 
with the Tuolumne band of Me-Wuk In-
dians, a project was completed on the 
Reservation to replace old, small diam-
eter water line to improve reliability and 
fire flow.   Additionally we are working 
with the Chicken Ranch Rancheria of 
Me-Wuk Indians to secure a Central 
Valley Project contract for water out 
of New Melones in another effort to in-
crease our available water. Finally, after 
many years of planning and securing 
nearly $10 million in grant and low in-
terest loan from USDA, TUD has begun 
the construction of a brand-new, state 
of the art Regional Sewer Treatment 
Facility, with completion expected by 
the summer of 2023.  

The future for TUD, the County and 
all of our partners is bright. The ongo-

ing negotiations with PG&E for the ac-
quisition of the Phoenix project and the 
valuable most senior water right are 
continuing, and we hope to be able to 
share more about this exciting oppor-
tunity with the public soon. 

Don Perkins
Tuolumne Utilities District 

General Manager

“PROVIDE RESPONSIBLE 

WATER AND WASTEWATER 

SERVICES FOR OUR 

CUSTOMERS WITH GREAT 

CUSTOMER SERVICE IN A 

SOCIALLY, FINANCIALLY 

AND ENVIRONMENTALLY 

RESPONSIVE MANNER AT 

A FAIR VALUE.”

TUD MISSION:

Happy New Year from TUD!


