Notice from Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD)
Summary of Ordinance Approving Conversion from At-Large
to Division-Based Elections
The Tuolumne Utilities District Board of Directors approved converting the TUD Board elections from an
at-large election process to elections by district/division at the Board meeting held on October 12, 2021.
Don Perkins, General Manager, executed an agreement with Redistricting Insights on December 19,
2021, under which the consultant would prepare several draft maps of the five new divisions for Board
consideration.
The purpose of changing the election process is to be compliant with the California and Federal Voting
Rights Acts, the Fair Maps Act, and to ensure an open, accessible, transparent process that will engage
constituents within the District.
After conducting the two initial public hearings on February 8, 2022 and March 8, 2022, the District
prepared and published on March 9, 2022, for further consideration, five electoral division maps (each
with five divisions within each map of the District) consistent with federal and State law outlining the
proposed boundaries of the electoral divisions. These five maps of the proposed “division-based”
election boundaries for the Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) Board of Directors are still available for the
public to view at the TUD website, www.tudwater.com.
The third public hearing was held on March 22, 2022. The purpose of the third public hearing was for
the Board of Directors to review and discuss the proposed maps for the “division-based” election
boundaries and to receive public input. One public comment was received on the five maps at the third
public hearing.
The fourth public hearing was held on April 26, 2022. The purpose of the fourth public hearing was to
review and discuss the five proposed maps for the “division-based” election boundaries and to receive
additional public input, discuss the benefits and drawbacks of each map, and discuss the election
sequence of future Board member elections to preserve the staggered nature of the Board member
terms. After the conclusion of the fourth hearing, by a 4-1 vote (Balen, Kerns, Ringen, Boatright in favor,
Murphy opposed) the Board moved that the District’s general counsel prepare the necessary summary
and adopting ordinance that will formally adopt Map 4 as the District’s new division-based electoral
map, that divisions 1 and 4 will be up for election in 2022 and divisions 2, 3, and 5 will be up for election
in 2024, and that the District’s counsel shall have this ordinance ready for adoption during the Board’s
May 9, 2022, Special Board meeting.
The ordinance formally approving the switch from at-large to division-based elections, which will be
considered during the May 9, 2022, meeting, is posted at the TUD office and on the TUD website. If you
have questions, please contact the Clerk of the Board, Melissa McMullen, at 209-532-5536 ext. 510.

ORDINANCE NO. _______
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TUOLUMNE UTILITIES DISTRICT PROVIDING FOR
THE ELECTION OF DIRECTORS BY DIVISION, ESTABLISHING THE
BOUNDARIES AND IDENTIFICATION NUMBER OF EACH ELECTORAL
DIVISION, AND ESTABLISHING THE ORDER OF ELECTION FOR EACH DIVISION

Section 1. The Board of Directors of the Tuolumne Utilities District hereby finds and declares as
follows:
A. Tuolumne Utilities District is governed by five (5) Directors, who are elected by an atlarge system which provides that each voter within the District is eligible to cast a vote
for each Director;
B. At-large electoral systems provide that a Director may reside in any location within the
District;
C. The District determined that it would be costly to defend against any lawsuit alleging its
at-large electoral system violates the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA), and the
District further determined it was in the best interests of its ratepayers to transition
voluntarily to a district-based electoral system;
D. Following a meeting held on October 12, 2021, the Board voted to transition to districtbased elections, whereby the District will be divided into five electoral divisions, and the
voters of each division will elect one Director who resides within the boundaries of that
division to represent that division on the Board;
E. The District held two (2) public hearings on February 8, 2022, and March 8, 2022, in
accordance with Elections Code section 10010, during which it invited and received input
from the public and established criteria relevant to the creation of electoral districts;
F. The District retained the services of an expert demographer to prepare draft maps,
reflecting the public input received as well as criteria established by the Board for
proposed electoral district divisions;
G. The demographer prepared five (5) draft maps, based on input from the Board and staff;
H. Pursuant to Elections Code section 10010, the District published and made available on
March 9, 2022, all five (5) draft maps and discussed a potential sequence of elections for
consideration in advance of a public hearing scheduled for March 22, 2022;
I. At its third public hearing held March 22, 2022, the Board considered all five (5) draft
maps and determined one draft map, known as “Map 4” and attached to this Ordinance as
“Exhibit 1,” most closely satisfied the requisite criteria;
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J. The District held a fourth public hearing on April 26, 2022, for purposes of considering
adoption of the draft map and sequence of elections advanced after the March 22, 2022,
public hearing, and to receive public input on the proposed maps, as well as the potential
sequence of elections, and after the conclusion of this hearing, the Board formally
selected “Map 4” as the electoral division map, requested (upon recommendation of the
demographer) that the demographer take minor steps necessary to increase the
compactness of each division, and fixed the election sequence as set forth in this
Ordinance;
K. At its regular meeting on May 9, 2022, the Board adopted this Ordinance;
L. The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish a by-division electoral system for the
election of Directors of Tuolumne Utilities District, pursuant to Elections Code sections
10010, et seq.;
WHEREBY, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF TUOLUMNE
UTILITIES DISTRICT AS FOLLOWS:
1. The Board of Directors is the governing body of the District. The Board shall act only at
its regular meetings, regular adjourned meetings, special meetings, or emergency
meetings.
2. Number of Directors: One (1) director shall be elected from each of five (5) electoral
divisions established by this ordinance.
3. Residency: A candidate for Director must reside within the boundaries of the electoral
division that he or she will represent.
4. Divisions: There are established five (5) divisions of Tuolumne Utilities District.
5. Map of Electoral Divisions: The boundaries and identifying number of each division
shall be described on the Tuolumne Utilities District Map 4 attached hereto as “Exhibit
1,” a copy of which shall also be on file in the District Office. The Board shall examine
and, if necessary, adjust the boundaries of the five divisions in accordance with Water
Code section 30733 and 30734.
6. Terms: A Director shall be elected for a term of four years.
7. Sequence of Elections: Elections for Divisions 1 and 4 shall initially be held in 2022,
and every four years thereafter. Elections for Divisions 2, 3 and 5 shall initially be held in
2024 and every four years thereafter. The Tuolumne Utilities District Sequence of Initial
Elections is attached hereto as “Exhibit 2,” a copy of which shall also be on file in the
District Office.
8. Vacancies. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Ordinance, each Director in
office at the time this Ordinance takes effect shall continue in office until the expiration
of the term to which he or she was elected. In the event a vacancy occurs before the
expiration of the term of a Director in office at the time this Ordinance takes effect, a
person who is appointed or elected by special election to fill such vacancy shall not be
subject to the provisions of this ordinance, except that the appointee or Director elected
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by special election shall only serve out the remainder of the at-large term to which he or
she is appointed or elected.
9. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days after its adoption.
10. Publication and Posting. The District Secretary is directed to, within 15 days after final
adoption of this ordinance, publish a summary of this ordinance and post a copy of this
ordinance in the District’s office and on the District’s website. The summary and
ordinance shall remain posted for at least a week.
Summarized, published and posted by the Board of Directors on the 3rd day of May 2022.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of Tuolumne Utilities District at a
regular meeting on the 9th day of May 2022, by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAINED:

__________________________________
Barbara Balen
President, Board of Directors

Attest:

_______________________________________
Melissa McMullen
Board Clerk

Page 3 of 5

EXHIBIT 1
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EXHIBIT 2
SEQUENCING OF ELECTIONS BY DIVISION
Divisions 1 and 4 will stand for election in 2022, and thereafter every four years.
Divisions 2, 3, and 5 will stand for election in 2024, and thereafter every four years.
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DISTRICTING TUD

F i n a l A d op t e d Ma p
Ap r il, 20 2 2

DISTRICTING TUD
FINAL ADOPTED MAP

DISTRICT 1

DISTRICT 2

DISTRICT 3

DISTRICT 4

DISTRICT 5

2020 Census Count*

9,791

9,245

9,742

9,457

9,717

Deviation #

201

-345

152

-133

127

Deviation %

2.1%

-3.6%

1.6%

-1.4%

1.3%

2010 Census Count

9,228

12,714

9,109

9,459

9,931

2019 CVAP*

8,041

7,057

7,085

7,870

7,501

2010 CVAP

7,070

11,259

7,448

7,426

7,983

*Adjusted for prisoner reallocation

DISTRICTING TUD
FINAL ADOPTED MAP

5

1

3

2

4

DISTRICTING TUD
FINAL ADOPTED MAP

DISTRICT 1

*Adjusted for prisoner reallocation

2020
Count*

2019
CVAP*

Total

9,791

8,041

White

78.3%

88.2%

Black

0.4%

0.0%

Asian

1.2%

0.2%

Hispanic

11.7%

7.8%

Native American

1.2%

1.0%

DISTRICTING TUD
FINAL ADOPTED MAP

DISTRICT 2

*Adjusted for prisoner reallocation

2020
Count*

2019
CVAP*

Total

9,245

7,057

White

77.2%

87.9%

Black

0.5%

0.8%

Asian

1.6%

0.1%

Hispanic

12.5%

9.9%

Native American

1.4%

1.0%

DISTRICTING TUD
FINAL ADOPTED MAP

DISTRICT 3

*Adjusted for prisoner reallocation

2020
Count*

2019
CVAP*

Total

9,742

7,085

White

76.8%

83.4%

Black

0.6%

0.9%

Asian

2.5%

1.9%

Hispanic

12.1%

10.9%

Native American

1.2%

0.7%

DISTRICTING TUD
FINAL ADOPTED MAP

DISTRICT 4

*Adjusted for prisoner reallocation

2020
Count*

2019
CVAP*

Total

9,457

7,870

White

79.7%

84.8%

Black

0.1%

0.1%

Asian

0.7%

0.6%

Hispanic

10.5%

9.1%

Native American

2.9%

3.4%

DISTRICTING TUD
FINAL ADOPTED MAP

DISTRICT 5

*Adjusted for prisoner reallocation

2020
Count*

2019
CVAP*

Total

9,717

7,501

White

81.5%

85.6%

Black

0.2%

0.0%

Asian

0.8%

0.1%

Hispanic

9.5%

10.5%

Native American

0.9%

1.1%

