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The District is excited to 
announce a major improvement 
in water service and fire flow for 
the residents living in the Phoenix 
Lake area in Sonora. If you live on 
or near Phoenix Lake Road, you 
most likely have dealt with traffic 
delays over this past month and 
we apologize for the temporary 
inconvenience, This water 
improvement project will benefit 
many people in the community.

Once completed, the 
Ridgewood Water Transmission 
Line Improvement project will 
eliminate two water tanks that 
are in poor and failing condition, 
consolidate two water treatment 
plants, four pump stations, 
and the costs associated with 
operation and maintenance of 
those facilities. This consolidation 
project includes installing 
approximately 13,000 lineal feet 
of 8-inch C900 main pipeline, 
strategically located pressure 
reducing stations from an upper 

connection point located on 
Ridgewood Drive and terminating 
at a downstream connection point 
on Meadow Brook Drive near the 
District’s existing Scenic View 
Water Treatment Plant.

With the completion of this 
project, the District will be able to 
deliver water from the Twain Harte 
area all the way to the Sonora area. 
The new water main line will serve 
as the water transmission line 
interconnecting the Upper Basin/
Crystal Falls and Phoenix Lake/
Scenic View water systems and 
has the potential to provide potable 
water service to all adjacent 
parcels along Phoenix Lake Road. 
The first phase of the project from 
Meadow Brook Drive to Resort 
Road is expected to be complete 
by the beginning of June.

“TUD has a responsibility and 
commitment to address aging 
facilities, reduce water loss and 
improve efficiencies. When this 
project is finally complete, the 

District will reduce its number of 
water treatment plants by two 
and remove two aging water 
tanks from service. Furthermore, 
it will reduce future operation and 
maintenance costs, and capital 
improvement costs for facility 
replacement,” states Don Perkins, 
General Manager.

Ridgewood Water Transmission Line Improvement Project

As California continues to enter a third year of drought, 
Tuolumne County’s water supply from Pinecrest Lake 
and Lyons Reservoir are forecasted to fill and spill. 
The District would like to thank our customers for all 
their efforts on water conservation but urges all water 
users to continue to use water responsibly. The District 
has many tips on water conservation online at www.
tudwater.com/conservation/ under our Water Use 
Efficiency page. There you can also view our Toilet 
Rebate Program to see if you qualify to receive a $45 
per toilet rebate. Change out your toilet to a low-flow 
toilet, save water and money! 

Summer Conditions – Use Water Wisely!

Water Main Line Installation – 
Phoenix Lake Road, Sonora



On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events. 

If you have any story ideas or suggestions, please mail them to Lisa Westbrook, 
at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at lwestbrook@tudwater.com.

For more information about TUD, go to www.tudwater.com

General Manager’s Corner

TUD is actively moving forward 
to assume ownership of valuable 
pre-1914 water rights and critical 
elements of our water system 
currently owned by PG&E. TUD and 
PG&E have worked cooperatively 
to propose an agreement that 
will benefit both TUD and PG&E 
customers. Under this proposed 
agreement, PG&E will transfer 
ownership of these water rights 
and system elements to TUD, and 
TUD will operate and maintain the 
system moving forward.

The way we see it, the 
value to our customers will 
be a dependable water supply 
under local control, run with our 
customers’ water needs as the 
priority, with the ability for greater 
flexibility to mitigate against 
drought and wildfire risks.

TUD customers can expect 
to see higher water bills to 
cover the costs to operate and 
maintain the added elements of 
the water system. That said, if the 
agreement is passed by the TUD 
Board of Directors and secures 
necessary regulatory approvals, 
TUD’s customers will still pay 
rates that remain in-line with 
neighboring water providers.

Details of the proposed 
agreement and anticipated 
impacts to customer bills will 
be presented at a Special Board 
meeting hosted by the Board of 
Directors on May 9, 2022. If you 
cannot join us, this meeting will be 
recorded and available for viewing 
on our website. Information will 
also be published on our website 
at www.TuoCoOurWater.com, 

and we will be hosting a series 
of Community Open Houses this 
summer – see below – where we’ll 
be available for conversations and 
be gathering customer feedback.  

In closing, I’m the first to admit 
that nobody likes shelling out 
money to service their furnace 
or paying to fix a leaky roof. But 
we all know that the benefits of 
home ownership vastly outweigh 
operations and maintenance 
costs. Similarly, our customers 
will gain tremendous value from 
owning their complete water 
system and exercising local 
control over the most precious 
resource in the county – our water.

For more information, visit 
www.TuoCoOurWater.com, or call 
me at 209.532.5536. 

“PROVIDE RESPONSIBLE 

WATER AND WASTEWATER 

SERVICES FOR OUR 

CUSTOMERS WITH GREAT 

CUSTOMER SERVICE IN A 

SOCIALLY, FINANCIALLY 

AND ENVIRONMENTALLY 

RESPONSIVE MANNER AT 

A FAIR VALUE.”

TUD MISSION:

Don Perkins
Tuolumne Utilities District 

General ManagerTUD Continuing its Pursuit for Water Rights

Please note: Information shared will be the same at each event.

Wednesday, June 22nd — Columbia Elementary School, 22540 
Parrotts Ferry Road, Columbia; 5pm-7pm

Thursday, June 23rd — Sonora Open Hall, 250 South Washington 
Street, Sonora; 5pm-7pm

Tuesday, June 28th — Soulsbyville Elementary School, at the Old 
Gym at 20300 Soulsbyville Road, Soulsbyville; 5pm-7pm

Upcoming Community Open Houses


