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The Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E) Tuolumne 
Main Canal that conveys 95% 
of Tuolumne Utilities District’s 
drinking water supply will be 
shut down for PG&E’s regular 
maintenance from Sunday, 
October 16th through Sunday, 
October 23rd, 2022. The District 
asks that you limit your water 
use during this timeframe while 
PG&E undertakes repairs and 
improvements. 

Without water flowing in the 
ditches, the only water available is 
what remains in storage tanks and 
from limited capacity groundwater 
wells. Therefore, conservation is 

necessary to ensure adequate 
water supply for drinking, sanitary 
usage, and fire protection during 
this period.

Please continue to conserve 
water during the ditch outage and 
the week following, by limiting 
outside watering, avoid washing 
vehicles, turn off automatic lawn 
and drip sprinkler timers, and 
repair water leaks. For irrigation/
agricultural ditch customers, 
periodic outages will continue from 
October through December for 
annual maintenance. For complete   
ditch outage information, visit  
www.tudwater.com.

Ditch Outage Scheduled for October - Please Conserve!

This month marks the 1-year anniversary of the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the district’s most 
ambitious project- the Sonora Regional Wastewater 

Treatment Facility.  The SRWWTF Project is a 40-million-
dollar project that will eventually replace the District’s 
50-year-old wastewater treatment plant, which has 
reached the end of its useful life.  The new facility will 
be capable of treating an average of 2 million gallons 
of wastewater per day which will meet the current 
California Title 22 Standards for Disinfected Tertiary 
Treated wastewater.  The project will also include a new 
septage receiving facility, new headworks screening and 
grit removal system, an emergency storage basin, and a 
new administrative and operations building among other 
improvements.  Currently, 33% of construction has been 
completed.  The contractor completed construction of 
the new emergency storage basin and projects currently 
in progress include construction of the administration 
and biosolids buildings, underground utilities and 
extended aeration activated sludge basins.  This project 
is progressing well, is on budget and on schedule to 
be completed in the fall of 2023.   To view updates and 
photos of the continued progress of this project, please 
visit our website at www.tudwater.com.

Sonora Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility Update

Tuolumne Main Canal from Lyons Reservoir 
(Photo credit: PG&E)



On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events. 

If you have any story ideas or suggestions, please mail them to Emily Long, 
at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at elong@tudwater.com.

For more information about TUD, go to www.tudwater.com

Preparing for this Year’s Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS)

General Manager’s Corner
As we close the books on another 

fiscal year and look towards a new year 
of projects, I like to look back at all the 
progress that the district has made in 
the continued effort of improving the 
system through Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP) projects.  Each year, TUD 
undertakes CIP projects that are 
approved in conjunction with our 
annual budget adopted by the Board 
of Directors.  The CIP identifies priority 
projects and equipment purchases 
and provides a planning schedule 
each year.  It is important for us to 
communicate with our customers the 
status of these projects and how your 
rate dollars are being spent.  Although 
current projects can be found on the 
TUD website at www.tudwater.com/
projects, some of the noteworthy 
projects that are recently completed 
or in progress include: 

Apple Valley Sewer Lift Station
TUD crews completed the 

construction of the Apple Valley Sewer 
Lift Station Rehabilitation Project in 
the Spring of 2021. This critical facility 
serves the residents of Apple Valley in 
Sonora and is located next to Chicken 
Creek which previously flooded the 
pump station in severe storm events.  In 
2018, a severe storm occurred causing 
three feet of water to flow through the 
building causing significant damage.  
This project, which began in July 2020, 

included adding a new sump, two new 
pumps, a new generator, a new building, 
and a fence.  

Crossroads Sewer Lift Station 
Abandonment 

The Crossroads Sewer Lift Station 
Project involved abandoning the aging 
Crossroads Sewer Lift Station and 
redirecting sewer flows into a pipeline 
that had to be bored and jacked under 
Highway 108 and connected to the 
District’s existing sewer collection 
system serving the Tuolumne 
County Law and Justice Center.  The 
elimination of the old lift station saves 
on-going and future operating and 
maintenance expenses.

Mt. Provo Water Transmission and 
Intertie Project

The Mt. Provo Water Transmission 
and Intertie Project is currently 
in process and focuses on water 
consolidation and reliability by 
installing approximately 14,000 lineal 
feet of 8-inch water main pipeline and 
two strategically located pressure 
reducing stations on Mt. Provo Road in 
the Ponderosa Hills area. In addition, 
this project addresses wildfire, drought, 
and climate resiliency by installing 10 
new fire hydrants in areas of high fire 
danger and increasing available water 
storage for seasonal or extended 
periods of drought. Currently the 

district is in phase 1 of this project and 
in the process of performing biological 
surveys and permits. When complete, 
this project will aid consolidation of 
the Ponderosa water treatment plant, 
four tanks and five booster stations, 
lowering future costs associated with 
operation and maintenance.  The 
design of the project is 40% complete 
and TUD hopes to get it out to bid in 
early 2023.

As we look forward to 2023, 
addressing aging and failing 
infrastructure continues to be a 
priority for TUD and we will continue 
to work diligently to improve the 
reliability of our system and service 
to all TUD customers. 

Don Perkins
Tuolumne Utilities District 

General Manager

Since 2019, the District has strug-
gled to deliver uninterrupted water 
and sewer services during wide-
spread PG&E Public Safety Power 
Shutoff (PSPS) events as well as the 
unplanned emergency safety power 
shutoff events, but is more prepared 
now than ever. In April 2021, TUD was 
awarded $297,202 Community Power 
Resiliency grant from the California 
Governor’s Office of Emergency Ser-
vices (Cal OES) to purchase additional 
fixed and portable generators to en-
sure water and sewer services conti-
nuity to most of our customers during 

power outages.  
With this grant funding, the district 

purchased generators for its Central 
Office, the Tuolumne Water Treatment 
Plant, Mill Villa Sewer Lift Station, 
Willow Springs Sewer Lift Station, and 
Gold Springs Sewer Lift Station. The 
District’s Central Office supports TUD 
Administration, including the Emer-
gency Command Center, Engineering 
and Operations staff, and the moni-
toring and controls for district water 
and wastewater facilities. The ability 
to remotely monitor and control the 
District’s system and infrastructure is 

crucial. The Tuolumne Water Treat-
ment Plant provides water service to 
Tuolumne City and the Tuolumne Band 
of Me Wuk. In addition, the District 
purchased three generators for sewer 
lift stations serving the communities 
of Mill Villa, Willow Springs, and Gold 
Springs in Columbia. Purchasing these 
generators ensures reliable water and 
wastewater services during planned 
or unplanned power outages. Even 
with these additional backup power 
sources, we ask customers to please 
conserve water when the power is out.


